INSTRUMENTS OF GOVERNMENT
change of attitude, influenced by the High Commissioner's
view that the Constituent Assembly could not meet until after
the Mosul frontier had been settled,1 was expressed by the
Secretary of State for Colonies as follows:
It therefore appears unlikely that the Organic Law will
come into effect until a year or more has elapsed from the
date of the ratification of peace with Turkey. There may
thus be not more than three years during which His Majesty
as Mandatory will be responsible for the administration of
'Iraq under the Organic Law.2
In forwarding, therefore, to Baghdad the results of the
deliberations of the Colonial Office in the form of a revised
draft, April igth, 1923 (hereafter called the April Revise), the
Secretary of State pointed out that, in the question reserving
legislative power to the King, neither the earlier stipulation of
March i6th, 1922, nor the India Act nor the Judicial Adviser's
proposals need be insisted upon. He declared:
I have arrived at the conclusion that, in all the circum-
stances it will be sufficient if power is given to the King to
legislate where necessary, by Ordinance, for the purpose of
securing the fulfilment of treaty obligations of the 'Iraq
Government, and if provision is made that Ordinances
passed with that object shall not require subsequent
validation by the 'Iraq Parliament.8
The earlier insistence that supply for essential services should
be guaranteed was thus dropped, the Secretary of State for
Colonies declaring:
I see no reason from the viewpoint of H.M. Government
why Ordinances (by the King to ensure supply of essential
services) should be specifically exempted from validation by
Iraq. If for fulfilment of treaty obligations, exemption will
be secured by the provisions referred to in the foregoing
paragraph,4
1 Dispatch S/S to H.C., April iQth, 1923, para. 3, C.O. 19114/33.
a Ibid.                  a Ibid , para. 4.                 4 Ibid., para, 5.
379